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1. SHORT TITLE AND COMMENCEMENT

In exercise of the powers conferred by Rule 27 and regulations thereunder of the Khulna
University Act 1990, the Academic Council hereby makes the following ordinance:

This ordinance shall be cited as THE ORDINANCE FOR KHULNA UNIVERSITY
RESEARCH CELL 2021 and shall come into force with effect from the date of its approval
by the Syndicate pursuant to the further transitory provisions made in this ordinance.

2. DEFINITION AND INTERPRETATION
In this ordinance, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or context —

Academic Council means the highest academic body of the University under Section 27
of Khulna University Act 1990;

Co-Principal Investigator or its abbreviated form Co-Pl means a faculty member
belonging to any academic discipline or a person holding a research scientist position
with research-focused Centers, Institutes, Cells of the university or a researcher working
at a research institute other than Khulna University who will collaborate with the PI in
conducting the research pursuant to the provisions stipulated in this ordinance;

Dean means the Dean of a School of the University appointed under Khulna University
Act 28(4) and may include any Director of Institute, Academy or Centre appointed under
relevant section of the said Act or ordinance made thereof;

Director means the Director of the Research Cell as specitied in sections 9 and 10 of this
ordinance;

Discipline means any discipline of a School including any department of study of the
School, Centre, Academy or Institute;

Faculty means any full-time teaching staff of the university:

Joint Director means Joint Director of the Research Cell as specified in sections 9 and 10
of this ordinance;

Principal Investigator or its abbreviated form PI means a faculty member belonging to
any academic discipline or a person holding a research scientist position with research-
focused Centers, Institutes, Cells of the university who will be responsible for conducting
the research pursuant to the provisions stipulated in this ordinance;
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Research Cell means the Khulna University Research Cell or its abbreviated form KURC
established and maintained by the University as an integral part thereof and subject to the
provisions of this ordinance, it shall have responsibility of coordination of research both
fundamental and applied in all branches of knowledge;

Research Advisory Committee or its abbreviated form RAC means the highest regulatory
body of the university to decide on matters related to research as specified in section 11
and 12 of this ordinance;

School means any School of the University established under Khulna University Act
28(1) and may include any Centre, Academy or Institute of the University established
under relevant section of the said Act or ordinance made thereol:

Vice-Chancellor means the chief executive and academic oftficer of the University.
3. BACKGROUND

Khulna University Research Cell (KURC) has been playing a pivotal role in achieving
Khulna University's stated mission and vision through strengthening the university's research
infrastructure and promoting impactful research among the faculty members and scientific
officers. In recent years, however, globalization and information technology brought forward
unprecedented challenges for the development of national innovation potential and quality of
human resources. Acquiring new knowledge has become more catalytic in creating the
intellectual capacity on which knowledge production and utilization depend and to the
lifelong learning practices necessary for creating a knowledge-based just society while
keeping pace with accelerated national development needs in a competitive global economy.
It is this quest for knowledge that grequires KURC to update its mandate and management so
as to foster critical thinking and innovation in research and to evolve as a contributor to
global knowledge pool.

4. VISION AND MISSION

4.1 Vision

To emerge as a national benchmark for knowledge and innovation.

4.2 Mission

To promote a cohesive university-wide environment that inspires critical thinking, facilitates

creation of new knowledge and encourages national and internalional collaboration for
cutting-edge research and scholarly outputs.




5. GUIDING PRINCIPLE

Scholarly inquiry and dissemination of results thereof without any restriction are central and
complementary functions of the University provided such scholarly endeavors meet high
scientific and ethical standards, bear accountability and seek to increase knowledge in ways
that do not harm but benefit the society. o

6. AIM AND OBJECTIVES

As a fundamental part of its mission, Khulna University emphasizes its commitment to carry
out and disseminate the results of basic and applied research as well as of the creative works
in arts. Commensurate with this, the objectives of KURC shall be to ensure that an enabling
environment conducive to individual and collective research exists and that necessary
policies, strategies and programs are adopted as deemed necessary.

7. SCOPE AND ACTIVITIES

(i)  To promote research work of the highest order in all branches ol knowledge for the
advancement and dissemination of research findings in those subjects currently in
force at this University and those which may be instituted in future according to the
need of the country;

(ii)  To suggest for formulation of various policies, strategies and guidelines with regard
to research and research-related matters covering ethics, research integrity, health
and safety, environmental safeguard, risk management. grievance mechanism,
extension and outreach and so on;

(iii) To recommend for approval of various research schemes including research
infrastructure development and improvement of overall rescarch environment of the
university;

(iv) To act as the custodian gf maintaining and improving the research infrastructure of
the university in accordance with the terms of reference and guidelines as deemed
necessary by KU authority and in collaboration with respective academic discipline
of the university;

(v)  To formulate, organize, frame, co-ordinate and exccute all research schemes with
the co-operation of respective academic discipline as directed by KU authority
according to the need of the country;

(vi) To arrange for monitoring and evaluation of research programs funded by KURC;

(vii) To maintain liaison with other research institutes and organizations in the country
and abroad to hunt research fund and collaboration mn cooperation with the

International Office of Khulna University;

(viii) To organize symposia, conferences and seminars on various aspects of scholastic
knowledge; ‘
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(ix) To publish bulletins, research reports, data sets and other information materials of
both fundamental and applied nature and to creute nccessary facilities for this

purpose;

(x) To perform such other activities that may fall within the purview of research
activities of Khulna University as may be deemed necessary by KU authority in
furtherance of the objectives of the University.

8. STATUTORY AND ETHICAL OBLIGATIONS

KURC shall ensure that academic staffs and research students carry out their research in
compliance with all the University’s obligations under legisiation and any ethical and
contractual obligations. Research projects that involve human or animal subjects must get
approval from KURC as set in the Human Ethics Policy and Animal Ethics Policy of the
university. KURC shall ensure that all academic staffs and research students are aware of all
research related policies.

9. STRUCTURE AND MANAGEMENT

There will be a two-tier management of all research activities at the University. The research
promotion and development activities of the university shall be supported and managed by
the KURC under the direct supervision and strategic leadership of Research Advisory
Committee (RAC) as described under sections 11-12. KURC will be headed by a Director
who will be supported by suitable number of Joint Directors, officers and other support staffs
as deemed necessary subject to the approval of the Syndicate of the University.

The Director and Joint Directors will be appointed by the Vice Chancellor for a term of two
years from among the faculty members of the University not below the rank of Professor who
hold PhD degree and who have considerable experience of successfully managing national
and international research proje(:ts.4

10. FUNCTION OF DIRECTOR AND JOINT DIRECTOR

(i)  The Director shall be responsible for providing administrative and managerial
support for the operation of university's funded rescarch programs and other
research related development works including training. communication and
outreach.

(ii) The Director shall ensure that the provisions of this ordinance are faithfully
observed and that the academic staffs are aware of and compliant to all research
related policies and guidelines of the University.

(iii) The Director shall facilitate interaction with external [unding agencies, both at

national and international levels including University-Industry interactions so that
the University can attract research funds from external sources.
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(iv) The Director shall take initiative and necessary steps Lo progressively enhance the
research environment and capacity of the university and to fulfill the objectives of
the KURC as per provisions of the ordinance.

(v)  The Director shall ensure that research projects funded through KURC follow all
financial rules and regulations of the University. '

(vi) The Director shall ensure that the information on funded projects and journal
articles published thereof as well as other project related important news are
published in KU website on a regular basis.

(vii) The Joint Director(s) and other officers of the KURC shall carry out their duties and
assignments as per the directives of the Director.

11. RESEARCH ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The management of the KURC shall be vested in a Research Advisory Committee (RAC)
who will act as the regulatory body to approve policies, guidelines and effectively responding
to the challenges of the university towards enhancing research activities. The RAC shall be
constituted as follows:

Vice-Chancellor - Chairperson
Pro-Vice Chancellor - Member
Two Deans of Schools to be nominated by the - Member

Academic Council

Three Professors of the University having excellent

track of record in successfully managing national and

international research projects to be nominated by

the Board of Advanced Studies (BOAS) L - Member

One staff scientist from public/autonomous research

institute not below the rank of Chief Scientific Officer - Member
to be nominated by the BOAS
Director, Khulna University Research Cell - Member Secretary

The term of office of the nominated members shall be of two years:

&

The quorum for meeting of the RAC shall be at least half of the members excluding the
Chairperson.
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12. FUNCTION OF RAC

The RAC shall be the regulatory body effectively responding (o the challenges of the
university towards enhancing its research activities. The RAC shall have such advisory,
administrative and financial powers as may be considered nccessary for its proper and
efficient functioning, in particular, the followings:

(i)  To approve the annual research schemes of KURC and (o recommend the annual
budget estimates of KURC to the Finance Commitice of Khulna University for
provision of required funds:

(i)  To recommend for framing or updating such rules and regulations as are necessary
for the proper organization and administration of KURC:

(iii) To constitute technical committees for screening, monitoring and evaluation of
various research projects, as and when necessary,

(iv)  To constitute committees/sub-committees, whenever it is necessary, for the smooth
functioning of KURC;

(v)  To receive and accept funds, grants, donations. awards cle, from Govt. of the
Peoples Republic of Bangladesh, any other organizations or individuals and to use
such funds for the benefit of KURC, and to report such matters to the Syndicate;

(vi)  To take steps to set up research stations and sub-stations: if necessary, at different
geographical locations in Bangladesh.

13. FINAL PROVISIONS

This ordinance shall come into force with effect from the date ol its approval by the
Syndicate. However, in matters not conforming to the provisions stipulated herein or in any
cases not covered by this ordinance or any issues concerning procedure or interpretation of
the provisions contained in this ordinance shall be referred to the RAC for resolution.

Prepared and submitted by the committee for review and upgradition of rules and regulations
of Khulna University Research Cell

Dr. Md. Nazmul Ahsan Chairman
Prof., FMRT Discipline

Dr. Mohammed Ziaul Haider Member
Prof., Economics Discipline

Dr. Md. Maniruzzaman Member
Prof., ECE Discipline



Guidelines for KU Research Granis

1. Faculty members belonging to various academic disciplines or those holding a research
scientist position with research-focused Centers, Institutes. Cellsof Khulna University
(KU) are eligible to apply on a prescribed format as a Principal Investigator (PI) for KU
Research Grant to be administered by Khulna University Research Cell (KURC).
However, a researcher outside KU might work as a co-PI in a project if deemed necessary
and justified accordingly.

2. Eligible candidates can submit only one proposal in a given acudemic/fiscal yearas a Plor
co-PL.

3. KURC shall strive to offer research grant to interested and eligible candidates each year.
However, the total number of projects 10 be funded each year will be decided by RAC
based on availability of funds.

4. Application for funding can be lodged with KURC throughout the year, through online
submission system to be implemented by KURC. KURC will prepare a list of eligible
applications for consideration and subsequent evaluation procedures with approval from
RAC.

S. The duration of a research project shall be 1-3 year(s). For projects having the duration of
more than one year, the PI needs to submit a yearly progress report to KURC.

6. In general, PIs may request a total fund amounting BDT 2,00.000 to BDT 5,00,000 with
justification of each line item in a way so that the requested amount can be granted to
successful projects without any change. Failure to do so may lead to unjustifiable budget
curtail during selection process.

7. A project dealing with research question that is likely (o lead to significant new
knowledge/product and that wquld require expensive chemicals/reagents and/or otherwise
costly items may request for maximum allocation of BD1 10,00.000. Subject to the
availability of fund, RAC may change the funding ceiling and/or number of such high
impact research projects to be funded each year.

8. An amount of BDT 50,000/= can be allocated for PI as the honorarium while the co-PI (if
any) will be entitled to receive an amount of BDT 35,000/=.

9. Inclusion of co-PI must be justified in valid terms that can be casily related to technical
aspects of the project such as where and how such inclusion niight add value to the project.

10. Information on the application form should be prepared in a way so that the identity of the
researcher cannot be revealed. The rescarchers need to submit CV of PI and co-PI (if any)
separately along with the proposal to KURC. KURC shall place those CVs to RAC during
the decision-making phase for evaluation. il deemed necessury .

11. It is strongly encouraged to engage studentsof Khulna University in the researchproject as
the ‘Research Fellow’ with the provision of providing stipend [or maximum 12 months at
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the rate of BDT 5,000/month for undergraduate student. 31 7.000/month for graduate
student and BDT 10,000/month for PhD student. This amount shall be used for fellowship
only, and hence, researchers need to keep provision of travel and related other expenses in
the budget separately, if deemed necessary.

12. Each proposal will be reviewed by 2 reviewers with at least one from outside KU from a
panel of reviewers to be approved by RAC.

13. The reviewers will evaluate out of 100 points and average of these two will be the
score,based on which RAC will select the successful projects provided the minimum final
score is 60.However, for more than 20% variation in points among the two reviewers,
arrangement will be made fora third reviewer and the average ol the closer two will be the
final score in such case(s). In case if the three points are equidistant, the average of the
three points will be considered for calculating the final score.

14. The reviewers will follow a prescribed format provided by KURC. The KURC will
maintain and update a large pool of researchers within/outside the University in this
regard.

15. Funding to successful projects shall be made through account payee cheque/bank advice
in suitable installments to a project dedicated bank account to be operated by PI,
preferably with Agrani Bank, KU branch.

16. Accounting policies and procedures shall be governed by the policies and practices of the
university and it is the responsibility of the PIs to ensure that all project related
expenditures comply with the relevant procurement rules and applicable taxes.

17. All tangible items such as small equipment, parts and spares. laboratory wares, software,
books and so on must be entered into a stock register of the entity where the PI belongs to
and a list of such materials countersigned by the concerned Head of the entity (usually
Discipline) must be submitted to the KURC with a declaration (hat such items will be the
property of that entity to be used by other researchers following completion of the funded
project. b

18. Honoraria and fellowship amount will be released separately from other operational -
expenses of the project. Upon written request of the Pls, Research Fellows will receive the
fellowship amount directly from the KURC from within the budgetary provision through
account payee cheque along with a certificate of appreciation. Similarly, KURC shall
arrange for disbursement of honoraria for PI and Co-PI (if any). However, the honoraria of
Pl and Co-PI (if any) will only be given after submission of final technical and financial
reports by PI.

19. KURC will provide honoraria to the reviewers for review of research grant proposals as
well as for critical review of the draft reports at a rate to be decided by RAC.

20. On completion, PIs need to submil draf projeci reportsfollowing a format prescribed by
the KURC. Draft project reports shallbe evaluated by two reviewers with at least one from

outside the University.
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21. Pls need to submit final report after incorporating modifications/amendments/addendums
as suggested by the reviewers along with an itemized list ol such changes to be verified by
the reviewers or the KURC. Pls, however, may wish to disagreewith entire or part of
reviewer’s comment through providingsufficient explanation 1o justify his/her stand and
KURC will place these cases with all documents before RAC lor resolution.

22. Bach project must publish at least one article in a recognized peer reviewed journal/ peer
reviewed conference proceeding. Until the article is published PI will not be eligible to
submit another proposal, nor s/he will be eligible to act as a Co-Pl in another proposal for
funding by KURC.

23. This guideline shall be applicable for the projects to be funded after its approval by the
appropriate authority.

Prepared and submitted by the committee for review and upgradation of rules and regulations
of Khulna University Research Cell

Dr. Md. Nazmul Ahsan Chairman
Prof., FMRT Discipline
Dr. Mohammed Ziaul Haider Member
Prof., Economics Discipline
Dr. Md. Maniruzzaman Member
Prof., ECE Discipline
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