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Ordinance for the Master of Social Science in Mass Communication and Journalism

1. Degree Offered

Master of Social Science degree in Mass Communication and Journalism (MCJ) shall be offered
by the Khulna University to a candidate subject to the fulfillment of the rules and regulations as
described hereunder and also of other relevant rules to be promulgated by the competent
authorities of the University from time to time.

2. Duration of Program
2.1 The duration of MSS program is eighteen months which consists of three terms where first and
second term are named as MSS 1% year 1% term and 1% year 2™ term respectively for course
work. In addition students have to take minimum two (2) optional courses out of five (5) optional
courses. First two terms shall be 24 working weeks in each Term as follows:
i) Class, research and assignments 14 Weeks

il) Preparatory Leave before Final Examination 2 Weeks

iii) Final Examination 4 weeks
iv)Preparation of Result 2 Weeks
V) Term Break 2 Weeks

2.2. Third term is titled as MSS 2" year 1% term for Thesis with course work or only course
work. This term may be composed of two separate groups; (i) Thesis Group and (ii) Non-Thesis
Group. Non-Thesis Group shall take two (2) optional courses out of four (4) optional courses and
one core course. Thesis Group will take one core course only. The duration of this Term will be
24 weeks inclusive of research work; mid-term defense, final submission and evaluation of the
research.

2.3 Minimum duration of the MSS in MCJ program shall be of three terms.

2.4 A candidate must complete all the requirements for the degree within four academic years from
the academic year of his/her first admission for the degree of MSS in MCJ.



3. Teachers’ Eligibility

Teachers having Masters or higher Degree shall be eligible to conduct the academic activities for
the degree of MSS in MCJ.

4. Admission Requirement

4.1 Candidates seeking admission to the program must possess four-year bachelor degree in MCJ
from any recognized University/Institution. The candidates must obtain minimum 2.50 CGPA in
their bachelor degree for eligible in Masters degree.

5. Admission Procedure and Number of Seats

5.1 There shall be an Admission Test Committee of five members for selecting candidates and
recommend to the BOAS for admission into the MSS in MCJ program in every academic year.
The Head of MCJ Discipline shall be the Chairman of the Admission Test Committee. If, the
Head of Discipline is not eligible, then the senior most who are post graduate eligible teacher of
the Discipline shall be the Chairman of the Admission Test Committee. Other three members of
the Committee shall be selected from among the eligible teachers of the Discipline in order of
seniority. The fifth member shall be nominated by the BOAS who should be from outside the
Discipline. The Admission Test Committee shall be responsible for all admission related
activities.

5.2 Applications for admission shall be invited through regular means of advertisement and shall be
received by the Office of the MCJ Discipline.

5.3 On the recommendation of the Admission Test Committee, rules of admission into the program
shall be framed from time to time with the approval of the Academic Council.

5.4 Every candidate shall get himself/herself registered with the University as per rules.

5.6 The number of candidates to be admitted in the program in a particular academic year shall be
decided by the Academic Committee of the Discipline on the basis of availability of teaching and
research capacity of the Discipline.

6. Course Structure and Requirements

6.1 The program shall run on course credit system. One lecture/contact hour per week shall be
considered one credit hour; for practical/sessional classes three class hours in a week shall be
considered one and a half (1.5) credit hour.

6.2. a) The requirement of Credits to be earned by a student to have the MSS degree in MCJ shall be
as follows:



Categories of | Minimum Credit to be Earned/Assigned Total
the Students Credits
Theory + Thesis
Sessional
Thesis Group* 30 6 36
Non-Thesis**
Group 36 - 36

*Fifty percent of total students based on their result of bachelor degree will be eligible to register

for the Thesis Course.

** Non-Thesis Group has to be earned total 36 credits from course work.

b) A candidate may be assigned minimum of 12 credits and a maximum of 24 credits of courses in

aTerm.

6.3 The candidates must be registered with the University each Term on payment of necessary fees

as per University rules.

7. Curriculum Development

Curriculum shall be prepared by the Curriculum committee of the Discipline as per Khulna

University rules.




8. Examination Procedures

8.1 There shall be at least three class tests for each course in a Term. The class tests/assignments and
attendance shall carry 40 percent assessments and the term final examination covering the full
course shall carry 60 per cent of the total marks carried by a particular course. Examination of a
theory course will be evaluated out of 100 marks. The marks distribution will be as follows:

i) Class Tests / Assignments 30
ii) Attendance 10
Attendance and Participation Marks
90% and above 10

85% to less than 90%
80% to less than 85%
75% to less than 80%
70% to less than 75%
65% to less than 70%
60% to less than 65%
Less than 60%
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iii) Final Examination 60
Total 100
8.2 The duration of Term final examination for a course shall be of 3 hours.

8.3 There shall be an Examination Committee of five members as follows to be constituted by the
Discipline and approved as per University rules.

1. [The Head (if not eligible then the senior most eligible teacher) of MCJ,| Chairman
Discipline, KU

2. [Three eligible Teachers of MCJ Discipline according to seniority havingl  Member

at least a post graduate/master degree

3. [One external member,not below the rank of Associate Professor who Member
from outside of the Discipline.




8.4 The answer script of the final examination will be divided into section A and section B, each
section will be examined by a separate examiner.

8.5 The Examination Committee shall prepare a panel of paper-setters and examiners. The Chairman
of the Examination Committee shall send the panel of paper-setters and examiners to the
Chairman, Board of Advanced Studies (BOAS), who will get it approved by the Academic
Council. After the approval of the Academic Council, it shall be sent back to the Chairman of the
Examination Committee. There shall be one internal (course teacher) and one external paper-
setter and examiner for each course. The questions shall be equally divided into two sections of
A and B. In each section there shall be 25 percent choice of questions.

8.6 The examiners shall submit the examined answer scripts, mark sheets to the Chairman of the
Examination Committee. The Chairman of the Examination Committee shall submit all the
records (including answer scripts) to the Controller of Examination within six months after the
publication of results. The Controller of Examinations shall preserve all such records as per
University rules.

8.7 a) If a candidate does not sit for the class test (s) for reasons satisfactory enough to the course
teacher, the course teacher may allow the candidate another chance for such examination (s)
during the Term but it must be held before the final examination.

b) If a candidate does not appear at the final examination, the candidate concerned shall lose the
marks assigned to that final examination.
8.8 Numerical grading shall be made after evaluating all examination scripts, sessional reports,
home works, assignments, internship work and thesis. The final grading to be reported to the
Controller of Examinations shall be in the letter grade system as detailed below:

Numerical grade Letter grade | Grade point

80% or above A+ (A Plus) 4.00
75% to less than 80% A (A Regular) 3.75
70% to less than 75% A- (A Minus) 3.50
65% to less than 70% B+ (B Plus) 3.25
60% to less than 65% B (B Regular) 3.00
55% to less than 60% B- (B Minus) 2.75
50% to less than 55% C+ (C Plus) 2.50
45% to less than 50% C (C Regular) 2.25
40% to less than 45% D 2.00

Less than 40% F 0.00




8.9 A candidate who gets F grade in any course shall not be counted towards credit hour
requirements and for the calculation of Grade Point Average (GPA).

8.10 If a candidate fails to obtain grade point 2.25 in a particular course or thesis, the Chairman of
the BOAS may allow the candidate another chance to repeat that course or the thesis on
recommendation of the advisor/supervisor and head of the Discipline concerned, provided that
the candidate passes the course within the tenure of the study period, fixed for the candidate. A
candidate may be allowed to repeat a maximum of three courses during the entire period of study

program. In all cases candidates should pay fees as per University rules.

9. Thesis Requirements

9.1 An eligible candidate for the degree in MCJ from the MCJ Discipline shall undertake a Research
Work (Thesis) under the guidance ofnormally a teacher of the Discipline. Supervision shall also
be allowed from professionals from any recognized University/Organizations. A teacher or a
professional, to be eligible for providing supervision of thesis must have prior approval from the
BOAS.

9.2 The Head of the Discipline shall submit the names of thesis supervisors together with the titles of
the thesis of the candidates to the BOAS at the beginning of the term.

9.3 The candidates must submit through the supervisors to the Head of the Discipline, the required
number of type written copies of thesis in the approved format on or before a date to be fixed by
the respective Head of the Discipline, in consultation with the supervisor concerned.

9.5 Each candidate shall certify that the research work was done by him/her and that the work has
not been submitted elsewhere for any other degree or diploma except for publication.

9.6 The research should demonstrate an evidence of generation of satisfactory knowledge in the field
of research undertaken by the candidate.

9.7 Full marks for thesis report shall be 100 and distributed as follows for the purpose of grading:

(1) Thesis report 60 marks
(i) Mid-Term Thesis Defense 30 marks

(iif)Viva on Thesis 10 marks



10. Thesis Evaluation

10.1 Report shall be examined by two examiners;one will e the supervisor and will the external
outside the Discipline or University. Each examiner shall evaluate within 120 marks separately.
Average of the numbers given by first and second examiners shall be taken as final. If the
numbers given by first and second examiner vary 20 or more percent then a third examiner shall
evaluate the thesisreport. In such cases average of the closest (if the third examiner’s number
equally differs from the first and second examiner, then the higher one) two numbers shall be
taken as final. The respective examination committee shall suggest the examiners for thesis
report evaluation to the Chairman, BOAS for approval. The following examination committee
shall conduct Mid-Term Thesis Defense and viva on Thesis examination.

(i) Supervisor Chairman
(it) One member from the Discipline Member
(iii) One External Examiner member from outside the Discipline or University Member

10.2 If any examiner is unable to accept the appointment or has to relinquish his/her appointment
before/during the examination, the Head of the Discipline in consultation with the concerned
supervisor shall select another examiner, get that approved by the Chairman, BOAS and
communicate the decision to the Controller of Examination who shall issue necessary
appointment letter.

10.3 Every candidate submitting a thesis in partial fulfillment of the requirements of the degree, shall
be required to appear at an oral examination, on a date, or dates fixed by the Chairman of
concern examination committeeand must satisfy the examiners that he/she is capable of
intelligently applying the results of his/her research to the solution of problems, undertaking
independent work, and also of affording evidence of satisfactory knowledge, related to the theory
and technique used in his/her research work.

11. Publication of Results

After successful completion of the defense, the Head of the Discipline in consultation with the
Chairman of the Examination Committee shall send the results to the Controller of
Examinations.

12. Fees

Candidates shall pay the fees as per Khulna University rules.



13.Credit Structure
The MSS program is structured as follow:

13.1
MSS 1* Year 1° term
Course Number Credits(per course) Total Credit
Theory Course - 03 03 09
SessionalCourse- 02 1.5 03
Total 12
13.2
MSS 1% Year 2"%term
Course Number Credits(per course) Total Credit
Core Course - 02 03 06
Optional Course - 02 03 06
Total 12
13.3
MSS 2" Year 1% term
Categories | Course Number Comprehensive + Viva-Voce Thesis Total
of Students | with credit hour with Credits Credits
Thesis 01(03 credit) 1.5+1.5=03 06 12
Group
Non-Thesis 03(09 credit) 1.5+1.5=03 - 12
Group




14. Course Structure

First Year, First Term

Contact Hour
Course No. Course Title Status Theory | Sessional Credit
MCJ 5101 | Communication Theories and Core 3 0 3
Thoughts
MCJ 5103 | Advanced Reporting Core 3 0 3
MCJ 5104 | Advanced Reporting Core 0 15 15
MCJ 5105 | Advanced Editing Core 3 0 3
MCJ 5106 | Advanced Editing Core 0 1.5 1.5
Total Theory Courses: 3, SessionalCourses: 2 9 3 12
Core Courses: 5  Optional Courses: 0

First Year, Second Term

Contact Hour
Course Course Title Status Credit
No. Core Sessional

MCJ 5201 | Communication for Development Core 3 0 3

MCJ 5203 | Media Research and Cultural Core 3 0 3
Analysis

MCJ 5205 | Economic and Business Journalism | Optional 3 0 3

MCJ 5207 | Crime Reporting Optional 3 0 3

MCJ 5209 | Climate and Environment Optional 3 0 3
Journalism

MCJ 5211 | Sports Journalism Optional 3 0 3

Total Theory Courses: 6, 18 18

Core Courses: 2, Optional Courses:4




Second Year, First Term

Contact Hour
Course Course Title Status Credit
No. Core Sessional
MCJ 5301 | Digital and New Media Core 3 0 3
MCJ 5303 | Speech Communication Optional 3 0 3
MCJ 5305 | Health and Population Optional 3 0 3
Communication
MCJ 5307 | Video Production Optional 3 0 3
MCJ 5309 | Folk Media Optional 3 0 3
MCJ 5311 | Thesis Optional 6 6
MCJ 5313 | Comprehensive and viva-voce Core 3
Total Theory Courses: 5, SessionalCourses: 1 15 6 24
Core Courses: 1, Optional Courses:4
Comprehensive and viva-voce : 1




